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BPAT SCHEDULING AND E-TAG TIMELINES

Posted:  October 3, 2002

Background:

BPAT’s customers have asked for the ability to submit schedule requests through one submission process.  Many customers are concerned with the amount of time it takes to complete the submission process with multiple entry systems, such as phone, fax, or email and E-Tags.  Some customers have requested that the E-Tag be the schedule request because their system is already programmed that way.  Currently BPAT is not able to do this due to the use of different systems for schedules and E-Tags.  However, through automation of our scheduling systems we will be able to use a tag as a schedule request upon implementation.  

On February 20, 2002, NERC changed Appendix 3A1 of the NERC Policy 3 specifying the Western Interconnection late status deadline for Real-Time E-Tags to be 20 minutes prior to start.

In August of 2002, agreement was reached with the California ISO to further accommodate their E-Tagging and scheduling timeline for Real-Time schedules by introducing a declining assessment window for E-Tags submitted after 30 minutes of the hour.   The impact of the NERC Appendix 3A1 was not fully understood until the application of the declining assessment window for the CISO was being prepared for implementation.

BPAT’s Preschedule Requirements:

BPAT’s Open Access Transmission Tariff, Section 13.8, specifies Firm Point-To-Point Transmission Service requests and schedules must be submitted between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. of the preschedule day.  Requests and schedules submitted after 2:00 p.m. will be accommodated if practicable.

BPAT’s Open Access Transmission Tariff, Section 14.6 specifies for Non-Firm Point-To-Point Transmission Service requests must be submitted no later than 2:00 p.m. of the day prior to commencement of such service.  Schedules submitted after 2:00 p.m. will be accommodated, if practicable.

The California accommodation window allows for schedule submittals on a variable timeline based upon the time BPAT acknowledges receipt of the closure of the Preschedule California market activity.  The California Accommodation Window has two 1-hour windows; the first hour is for firm and the second hour is for hourly non-firm.

BPAT Preschedule checkout will commence as soon as control areas are ready following whichever time is later, 2:00 p.m. or two hours after BPAT announces receipt of the closure of the California Preschedule Market.  

Preschedule E-Tags may be submitted until 3:00 p.m. for next day implementation and are allowed a three-hour assessment window.  E-Tags submitted after 3:00 p.m. for next day implementation will be denied unless an emergency or system condition exists making approval practicable.

BPAT Real-Time Requirements:

For all hourly products, BPAT requires schedule submittal no later than 20 minutes of the hour.   NERC E-Tagging protocol specifies that an hourly product E-Tag may be submitted up to 20 minutes of the hour and is allowed up to ten minutes of assessment time.  This takes out of synchronization the BPAT scheduling timeline with the NERC E-Tag timeline.  

BPAT is implementing a sliding window of assessment time for Real-Time E-Tags.  If an E-Tag is submitted between 30 minutes and 20 minutes before the hour of delivery, all entities must approve it by 20 minutes before the hour, or BPAT will actively deny the E-Tag.

Applying the above limitations in the use of the NERC E-Tag timeline is within the discretion of BPAT as allowed by Appendix 3A1, NERC Policy 3, which states the recommended deadlines are default requirements.  

If you have any questions or comments regarding this posting, please contact Shirley Buckmier at smbuckmier@bpa.gov, Kathy Frith at kcfrith@bpa.gov, or your BPAT Customer Account Executive.
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