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This posting provides a summary of BPAT's transition to a new Scheduling system, the Electricity Transaction Management System (ETMS).  It includes references to upcoming scheduling practice changes as deployment of the new system occurs.  Examples of such scheduling practice changes are No Tag-No Flow Implementation, Hourly Products, and Path Demand.  Web links to existing OASIS postings containing greater detail on each topic are provided herein.  This summary is intended to describe in general "what is expected", not "when".   OASIS postings addressing specific scheduling practice changes identify implementation dates.

Current Practice:
In compliance with BPAT's Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) and posted Business Practices, BPAT Transmission Customers (TC) currently submit transmission schedules within appropriate scheduling windows by phone, fax, and/or electronic submittals.  Additionally, in compliance with NERC Policy 3 requirements, designated responsible parties author and submit E-Tags within appropriate E-Tag submittal windows that support the transmission schedules submitted by the TCs.  (The designated E-Tag author may or may not be the same party as the TC.)  Currently, transmission schedule submission and E-Tag submission are two separate processes.

BPAT has two separate systems, RODS and ETPS, to handle these processes…RODS for transmission schedules and ETPS for E-Tag processing.  These two systems are not linked.  The verification to ensure each transmission schedule is supported by E-Tag is performed manually.

Transition:

BPAT's new scheduling system, ETMS, provides an opportunity for BPAT and its customers to move from the current two processes to one process.  It is an E-Tag driven system wherein data derived from E-Tag submittals is used to create Schedule Requests.  Upon system implementation, TCs will no longer be required to submit transmission schedules by phone, fax and/or electronic submittals.  Rather, TCs will be provided an opportunity to review and approve or deny a Schedule Request BPAT has derived from E-Tag receipt.  In effect, E-Tags become the source data for transmission schedule submittal.

Conversion from two processes to one process will occur in stages.  The first transition will occur with Hourly Products.  After notification of automated Hourly Product implementation, hourly firm and hourly non-firm products will be requested via an E-Tag submittal and the ETMS system will automatically create reservations and schedules for all approved requests.  For additional Hourly Product details, please see  http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/Notices/forum/Attachments/05-31-02_Hourly_Products.doc
Deployment of other products will follow.  Details for No Tag-No Flow implementation can be found at  http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/Notices/forum/Attachments/05-24-02_No_Tag_No_Flow_Implementation.doc

Details for Path Demand can be found at http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/Notices/forum/Attachments/05-31-02_Path_Demand.doc
Full Deployment:

When fully deployed, BPAT's scheduling system will use the Schedule Request generated from E-Tag submittal as the source data for reporting of transmission schedules.  Interchange checkouts will occur using these values.

To enhance the single process method, BPAT is providing web accessible views to Adjacent Control Areas, Systems within BPAT's Control Area, and Transmission Contract Holders.  The Adjacent Control Area and Systems initial views provide querying capability of Schedule Requests received and processed in BPAT's scheduling system.  

The TC views function in a similar manner.  However, these web views are filtered to supply transaction data specific only to the activity sponsored by the appropriate Transmission Contract Holder.  In addition, TCs will be provided the ability to approve or deny each Schedule Request BPAT has received.  (Currently, TCs have no approval rights on an E-Tag.  TCs must call an Approval Service, usually the Transmission Provider, to deny the E-Tag.  The BPAT TC web view will be the first electronic means by which TCs can provide feedback on their evaluation of an E-Tag.)

A subsequent view will also link each Schedule Request (identified by E-Tag) to corresponding RODS schedules.  

Each of these views will be accessible through the Customer Web Interface menu.

Business Practices
Conversion to the new scheduling system enhances BPAT's compliance with existing FERC, NERC and WECC requirements.  Today, many manual processes are performed to comply with these requirements.  With the new scheduling systems, automated processes replace the manual processes.  With automation, some business practice changes and enhancements are necessary.  These include full implementation of No Tag-No Flow, automated Hourly Products, and Path Demand.  Please refer to the specific OASIS posting for detail regarding each of these business practices.

Conference Call

BPAT will host a conference call to discuss transition for a new Scheduling System, Path Demand and Hourly Products implementation.  The time and date will be announced in a subsequent posting.

Questions and Comments

For questions and comments regarding this posting please contact Wes Hutchison at wahutchison@bpa.gov or your Account Executive.

