Bonneville Power Administration

Transmission Business Line (BPAT)

NOTICE

"Path Demand" Methodology Implementation

Posted May 31, 2002

BPAT has received numerous requests from customers to streamline the tagging requirements for Daily, Weekly, and Monthly Firm Point-to-Point (PTP) Transmission Service by eliminating the need for customers to explicitly reference OASIS Reservations for each of these services separately.  For Yearly PTP and other long-term agreements, customers currently use their Service Agreement Short Number (the 5-digit contract number).  Basically, customers have requested BPAT to reduce the number of "OASIS/CONTRACT" references required.

To support this request, BPAT has developed a methodology that will allow customers to use their Service Agreement Short Number in the "OASIS/CONTRACT" field of the E-Tag to represent these contract rights.  BPAT refers to this methodology as "Path Demand". 

Background

BPAT will implement "Path Demand" to determine which contract rights will support a BPAT transmission segment on an E-Tag.  This methodology applies to the use of Yearly, Monthly, Weekly and Daily firm contract rights purchases under PTP Service Agreements, the diversification portion of NT Service Agreements, and the firm contract rights purchased under IR and FPT Service Agreements.  It does not apply to the PTP Hourly Firm product.  This product and the tagging process associated with its request is described in a separate posting which can be found at http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/Notices/forum/Attachments/05-31-02_Hourly_Products.doc.

Using "Path Demand", customers can identify contract rights indirectly by using the Service Agreement Short Number associated with those contract rights in an E-Tag.  The total contract rights purchased for a particular Point of Receipt (POR)-to-Point of Delivery (POD) combination will be combined into overall contract rights for that path and associated with the Service Agreement Short Number.  The individual contract rights used to support an E-Tag, both long-term and short-term, would then be determined by BPAT's new scheduling system based on OASIS reservation queue time of the contract rights.

Additionally, submittal of E-Tags associated with delivery of Priority Firm (PF) or Block purchases to BPAP requirements customers require inclusion of the keyword "SERVICE=PF_BLOCK" in the "Miscellaneous Information" field on that BPAT transmission segment of the E-Tag.
Although BPAT is implementing “Path Demand” as a way to assign individual contract rights to a transmission segment of an E-Tag, customers may continue to submit an E-Tag that explicitly references individual contract rights by putting the OASIS Reservation’s Assignment Reference Number in the “OASIS/CONTRACT” field in a BPAT transmission segment of an E-Tag.


Transmission Scheduling Change

Beginning on preschedule, July 1, 2002, the following transmission scheduling procedures will be implemented:

Except for PTP Hourly Firm Service, all E-Tags using firm transmission must be submitted using the two reference numbers in the “OASIS/CONTRACT” field of each BPAT transmission segment that uses BPAT firm transmission.  Correct references include 1) an appropriate BPAT Service Agreement Short Number, or 2) an appropriate OASIS Reservation’s Assignment Reference Number.
Until "Path Demand" and additional systems development is fully implemented in BPAT's new scheduling system, customers will still be required to submit transmission schedules in addition to submitting E-Tags.  (Again, as stated earlier in this posting, this does not apply to Hourly Products.  Please see the Hourly Products posting for more information regarding submission of transmission schedules for such products.)  A follow-up posting will be issued with the date when all transmission schedules can be submitted using E-Tag alone.

As always, in the event of computer system failures, BPAT will use the fax as the NERC accepted backup for E-Tagging during emergencies.

If you have any questions or comments regarding this posting, please contact Shirley Buckmier at smbuckmier@bpa.gov, or your BPAT Customer Account Executive.

