Bonneville Power Administration

Transmission Business Line (BPAT)

NOTICE

Use of Corrections (Multiple States of a Tag) - for Curtailments
Posted: March 19, 2002

BPAT, with customer input, intends to take steps to comply with the North American Electric Reliability Council (NERC) Operating Policy 3, Version 1.7 for Electronic Tagging (Policy 3).   This posting provides additional guidance as to how BPAT intends to implement “Use of Corrections (Multiple States of a Tag) - for Curtailments” outlined in Policy 3.  BPAT is in the process of automating our scheduling systems to meet this requirement.   

Description of the Function  

Under Policy 3, electronic tags (E-Tags) must be able to handle Reliability Driven Changes.  These changes may be needed to 1) reduce or stop transactions to mitigate “Other Security Limit” violations; 2) reduce or stop transactions when generation/load is lost; or 3) reload transactions when security events have been resolved.  One of the major components of Policy 3 is the use of E-Tags to process curtailments.

General Curtailment Principles  

As electric power systems grow in size and complexity it is increasingly important to maintain system reliability and integrity.  It is also important to provide workable transmission scheduling provisions for the timely delivery of power, and to maintain system reliability and integrity in a curtailment.

Current BPAT Curtailment Business Practice  

The BPAT Redispatch and Curtailment Procedures, which have been in effect since October 1, 2001, are designed to manage Available Transfer Capacity (ATC) and transmission system overloads.  BPAT Dispatchers notify the BPAT Real Time Schedulers of a curtailment via telephone.  An assessment is made of the line(s) and schedules involved.  BPAT Real Time Schedulers communicate the new allocation of transmission capacity including any adjustments made to such capacity as deemed to be necessary to the Transmission owners and Transmission Contract Holders.  The BPAT Real Time Schedulers then make appropriate cuts after further discussion and agreement between Transmission Owners, Transmission Contract Holders, and BPAT.  At present, E-Tags are not used in this process. 

Policy 3 E-Tag Business Process 

Policy 3 provides for E-Tag modifications due to reliability-related issues, such as curtailments.  In a curtailment due to a transmission overload, the entity overload initiates the curtailment action by contacting the Load Control Area (LCA).  The LCA contacts the Generating Control Area (GCA) and confirms the necessary curtailment action.   The LCA issues the curtailment by modifying the E-Tags for all schedules involved and curtailments are implemented via the modified E-Tags.

If the curtailment is due to loss of generation or load, the Generation Providing Entity (GPE) and/or the Load Servicing Entity (LSE) receives a curtailment request from the host Control Area.  The host Control Area issues a curtailment by modifying the E-Tag. The GCA and LCA approve the curtailment.  The curtailment is implemented via the modified E-Tag.  The modified E-Tag is sent to all entities identified on the E-Tag to notify them of the curtailment.

BPA Implementation

BPAT is in the process of developing an automated system to implement its Redispatch and Curtailment Procedures business practice. BPAT intends to provide tag modifications due to reliability related issues, such as curtailments.  Upon completion of its development of the automated curtailment application, BPAT will advise customers it will implement the Policy 3 E-tag version 1.7 Curtailment Procedures.  Until then, BPAT will continue to follow its existing Redispatch and Curtailment Procedures business practice, discussed above, as it may be amended.  Customers are reminded to monitor the BPAT website for notices at http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/Notices/forum/index.cfm, and revisions to business practices at http://www.transmission.bpa.gov/oasis/bpat/BusPractices/forum/index.cfm.  If you have any questions, contact Kathy Frith at (360) 418-2193 or kcf@bpa.gov.
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